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As some banks gambled and made risky
loans to subprime borrowers, most small town
financial institutions played by the rules and
did not get caught up in the hazardous lending
behavior that is at the heart of our recession.
But, as larger banks have faltered, community
banks have been replenishing the deposit in-
surance fund that protects investments
throughout the financial system. To strengthen
the financial stability of community banks and
credit unions, S. 896 increases the borrowing
authority for FDIC and for the federal credit
union regulator. These increases will help
level the playing field so community financial
institutions are not stuck picking up the tab for
their larger competitors.

And, to better protect deposits, S. 896 in-
creases FDIC insurance protection for ac-
counts holding up to $250,000. This action is
not only beneficial to depositors but also to
small town financial institutions that derive
their funding and lending ability from deposits.

| urge my colleagues to support S. 896 and
hope the legislation, if passed, can be swiftly
signed into law by the President.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to support S. 896, the Helping Families
Save Their Homes Act of 2009. | supported
H.R. 1106 when it left the House, and while
lacking the provision to allow for judicial
“cramdown,” | am pleased with many of the
improvements that S. 896 brings.

This bill reflects an affirmation of this legisla-
tive body’s dedication to ensure that the Amer-
ican dream of homeownership is not lost for
millions of American families. The foreclosure
crisis has devastated our economy and this
bill is another step towards stabilizing our
housing market and restoring confidence in
the American people.

S. 896 improves the HOPE for Homeowners
program, making it a more viable option for
helping families sustain homeownership; it
provides a safe harbor for those who would
engage in legitimate loan modifications or uti-
lize the HOPE for Homeowners Program. The
bill strengthens the FDIC and credit unions to
ensure the availability of credit for consumers,
which is crucial in this time of economic down-
turn.

S. 896 reauthorizes the McKinney-Vento
Homelessness Assistance Grants for the first
time in 20 years, and authorizes $2.2 billion
for the programs for FY 2010 and 2011. It also
provides funding to HUD to increase public
awareness regarding foreclosure scams.

Finally, the tenant protections included in
the bill ensure that bona fide tenants are not
unfairly removed from their residences when
foreclosures occur that they could not control.

Overcoming the foreclosure crisis and the
damage that it has wrought will take time and
dedication. However, by passing the Helping
Families Save Their Homes Act, we are taking
a critical step forward in protecting the Amer-
ican homeowner.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, today, |
rise in support of the Helding Families Save
Their Homes Act, a bipartisan bill that will help
millions of American families avoid the night-
mare of foreclosure. Foreclosures cost an
American family its home every 13 seconds,
and negatively impact entire neighborhoods.
Each foreclosed home reduces nearby prop-
erty values by as much as 9 percent, and the
lack of property tax revenues can affect com-
munity services and the quality of our schools.
We all stand to lose if we do not stop the
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steep decline in home prices, which is why
Congress and President Obama are taking ac-
tion.

This legislation builds on the President’s
comprehensive Homeowner Affordability and
Stability Plan, and provides key tools and in-
centives for lenders, servicers and home-
owners to modify loans and to avoid fore-
closures. It bolsters important consumer rights
to housing information and strengthens com-
munity banks, which are crucial to small busi-
nesses and families across this nation. It also
makes important improvements to the Hope
for Homeowners program, which was created
by Congress to help those at risk of default
and foreclosure refinance into more affordable,
sustainable loans.

Stabilizing the housing market is central to
restoring the American economy. By passing
the Helping Families Save Their Homes Act of
2009, we are not just helping millions of fami-
lies keep their homes—we are getting the
economy back on track and moving America
in a new direction.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. FRANK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S.
896, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————
CONGRATULATING ANTHONY
KEVIN “TONY” DUNGY FOR HIS

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AS A COACH,
FATHER, AND EXEMPLARY MEM-
BER OF HIS COMMUNITY

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform be discharged from
further consideration of House Resolu-
tion 70 and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 70

Whereas Tony Dungy attended the Univer-
sity of Minnesota and became the school’s
leader in completions, touchdown passes and
passing yards;

Whereas Tony Dungy received two ‘‘Most
Valuable Player” awards from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota;

Whereas Tony Dungy continued his foot-
ball career in the NFL and became a Super
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Bowl Champion with the Pittsburgh Steelers
in 1978;

Whereas Tony Dungy, at the age of 25, be-
came the youngest assistant coach, and at
the age of 28, became the youngest defensive
coordinator in NFL history;

Whereas Tony Dungy, in 1997, helped lead
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to their first
winning season since 1982;

Whereas Tony Dungy was the first African-
American head coach to win the Super Bowl
by leading the Indianapolis Colts over the
Chicago Bears in 2007;

Whereas Tony Dungy is the first NFL head
coach to defeat all 32 NFL teams;

Whereas Tony Dungy has been a remark-
able and upstanding member of the commu-
nities of which he has been a part;

Whereas Tony Dungy has been an advocate
for the Christian faith and a mentor for
American youth;

Whereas Tony Dungy has acted as a public
speaker for the Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes and Athletes in Action;

Whereas Tony Dungy started Mentors for
Life, a mentoring program for young people
and provided participants with tickets to
Buccaneers’ games;

Whereas Tony Dungy has supported nu-
merous charitable programs and community
service organizations and remains actively
involved in his communities in Tampa and
Indianapolis;

Whereas Tony Dungy was appointed by
President George W. Bush to the President’s
Council on Service and Civil Participation in
August of 2007; and

Whereas Tony Dungy wrote a memoir
which reached No. 1 on the hardcover nonfic-
tion section of the New York Times Best
Seller list on August 5, 2007, and again on
September 9, 2007: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates Tony Dungy on his suc-
cessful playing and coaching career and his-
toric coaching accomplishments; and

(2) commends Tony Dungy for his compas-
sion, integrity, and commitment to his faith,
family, and community.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING KAREN BASS FOR BE-
COMING THE FIRST AFRICAN-
AMERICAN WOMAN ELECTED
SPEAKER OF THE CALIFORNIA
STATE ASSEMBLY

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform be discharged from
further consideration of House Resolu-
tion 49 and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 49

Whereas Karen Bass made history as the
first African-American woman to serve as
Speaker in a State legislative body in the
United States;

Whereas Karen Bass was sworn in as the
67th Speaker of the California State Assem-
bly on May 13, 2008;
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